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Prophet 
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Patrick White is a writer who explores the ways 
in which the individual creative imagination has 

the capacity for accessing the divine. 
Underpinning White’s understanding of the 

function of the imagination is his affinity with 
the radical theology of William Blake which 

equates the Saviour with the human 
imagination. Typically for White, the agents of 
this imagination are outcasts, like many Old 

Testament prophets. In Riders  in the Chariot 



Dubbo’s Religious Development
•Chapter 11 ( with Himmelfarb [the 
Jew] and early experiences of 
Christianity) Mungindribble (307)

• End of Chapter 9 (to Mrs Godbold): “Are 
you a Christian?”-  “I was educated up to it 
but gave it away…” (285) 

  White’s implication here is that the 
sanctimonious middle class 
Christianity, handed down to Dubbo 

Meeting with 
Himmelfarb: 

“…every one had 
four faces, and 
every one had 
four wings… I 
have a read of 
the Bible, but not 
for any of his 
reasons. I read it 
because you can 



•Dubbo comes to embody the 
redemptive visionary 
imagination that he 
experiences through the words 
of Ezekiel. He expresses this 
through his eccentric 
behaviour, sometimes acting 
like an Aboriginal version of 
Lear’s fool, and through his 
life, which is something of a 



Barranugli 

While Dubbo has reached a new depth of artistic and 
religious experience here at Hannah’s, the turn of events, 
which includes the theft of his paintings leads to a 
deepening loss of trust in everything associated with white 
man’s world, including Christ.  He now escapes to a single 
room on the outskirts of Barranugli where he begins work 
at the factory. Distrust pushes him into a deeper 
relationship with his own hands, his own imagination and 
with the texts that have inspired him. White is close here 
to a Blakean theology of art which sees the human 
imagination as the most secure access to divine 
revelation-  



Crucifixion Scene Chapter 13

Alf Dubbo as witnessing 
artist: Near end of Chapter 13 
(416)

Alf’s Realignment with the 
essential meaning of 
Christianity?? Chapter 14 


