
The Tempest



Introduction:
Genre: Shakespeare’s Great or Late Romances 

(Winter’s Tale, Pericles, Cymbeline, The 
Tempest):

combining elements of tragedy with Elizabethan romance 
and with farce;
includes deeper questions about life and reality;
involves theatricality (play within a play)as an essential 
ingredient and theme (as in many other of his plays, 

Historical Background & Sources: First performed 1611, First 
Published 1623 in First Folio Edition. 



The fragility of the drama and of 
life itself:

•Our revels now are ended… we are such stuff 
as dreams are made on… 4.1.148 (3104)*

•Prospero’s Epilogue… after 5.1(3115) - compare Puck’ 

Epilogue: 5.2 (895)… 

•Gonzalos’ conclusions 5.1.208 (3112) …see 
2.1.95 (3081)

•The importance of Imagination in the life of 
the stage and the audience: Prospero being 
the stage magician



Powerful Ideas in the Sonnets
• Sonnet 65: “Since brass, nor stone....”

�4

Since brass, nor stone, nor earth, nor boundless sea,  
But sad mortality o'ersways their power,  
How with this rage shall beauty hold a plea,  
Whose action is no stronger than a flower?  
O! how shall summer's honey breath hold out,  
Against the wrackful siege of battering days,  
When rocks impregnable are not so stout,  
Nor gates of steel so strong but Time decays?  
O fearful meditation! where, alack,  
Shall Time's best jewel from Time's chest lie hid?  
Or what strong hand can hold his swift foot back?  
Or who his spoil of beauty can forbid?  

O! none, unless this miracle have might,  
That in black ink my love may still shine bright



Underpinning Themes:
• The conflict between Prospero representing art 

(artifice/nurture) & Caliban representing nature.
• The triumph of Virtue over Vice.
• Linked to the transition from illusion to reality. 
• Illusion connected with Vice in the Renaissance: See 

Titian’s Sacred and Profane Love



Key Themes in the play

•The rule of politics & the rule of the contemplative 
mind

•Social obligations and responsibility
•Tyranny as a possibility in both realms
•The Ideal Society of the Golden Age
•Nurture more important than Nature??
•Love & chastity in love
•Freedom & the freedom of willing bondage
•The need for forgiveness to triumph over revenge. 



Close Examination of Act 1
•Different “Languages”- compare A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream

•Rugged and Bawdy language of 
Boatswain..1.1

•Prospero & Miranda 1.2 
•Elements of Exposition 1.2.37
•Prospero & Ariel 1.2. 190
•Prospero, Caliban and Miranda 1.2.324
•Songs and Music… Ariel: function??
•Characterization???
•Dramatic Conflicts Established


