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!Shakespeare’s Radicalism “in Love”: 
!Marriage  based on love and physical 
desire rather than on reasoned parental 
will. Compare Romeo and Juliet.
!Challenge  to the extreme morality of 
the Puritans .
!What is true love? Implicitly  the play 
asks:What is the right basis for love: 
intuitive;  physical attraction;  reason; 
social and economic factors… 
!The play doesn’t give a simple 
answer to the question: is passion or 
desire, more important than reason in 
human affairs? 



Shakespeare's As You Like It, 1600:

JAQUES: 
All the world's a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players: 
They have their exits and their entrances; 
And one man in his time plays many parts…

The underlying motivation for A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Midsummer Night ... Summer Soltice (June 23)The Lord of 
Misrule symbolizes the world turning upside down- a Time of Magic, 
Mystery and Fertility.   The common theme was that the normal order 
of things was reversed. This Lord of Misrule tradition dates back to 
pre-Christian European festivals https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSDQjEJTPzg

Charles Laughton as Bottom

MND 3.1.114 ff & 4.1 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_Misrule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_Misrule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_of_Misrule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe


!Love- (with many related sub-
themes) 
!Enforced love, versus love freely 
chosen- Hippolyta & Hermia 1.1.16 /
1.1.58-64 
!Women’s independence in a male 
dominated world and the challenge to 
male authority
!Depiction and assessment of the 
Males in power: Theseus and Egeus 
!Feeling versus Reason: what is the 
better judge  in the affairs of human 
love. 
!Hermia ‘s argument  for the 
supremacy of the soul over law and 
reason. 1.1.83 “My soul consents not to 



Shakespeare's As You Like It, 1600:

JAQUES: 
All the world's a stage, 
And all the men and women merely players: 
They have their exits and their entrances; 
And one man in his time plays many parts…

The underlying motivation for A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Charles Laughton as Bottom

MND 1.2. & 5.1.106ff 



!The role of the imagination Act 
5.1.2-22 -Reason versus Feeling and 
Imagination. 
!Theseus equates lovers and poets as 
people of imagination, with lunatics. He is 
a rationalist who has no time for anything 
that can not be factually explained. 
!Hipployta, however insists on the fact 
that the imaginative STORY that the four 
young lovers tell about what happened to 
them in the woods has something that 
goes beyond delusion .23-27
!Puck’s Epilogue to the play
!Overlapping Worlds:  


