
Literature Tutorial 1
Tutorial Protocol: Mics. Speaking etc 

Tickets for Extra events (+ Moma): 
Theatre, Carnegie Hall. 



Literature Tutorial 1
Mannahatta- Walt Whitman 

Free-verse: democratic 
What is Whitman’s attitude to the city 
and its people? How is this reflected 

in the language? 

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nys09.soc.k-6.statloc.lenape/
mannahatta-1609/ 

https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nys09.soc.k-6.statloc.lenape/mannahatta-1609/
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nys09.soc.k-6.statloc.lenape/mannahatta-1609/


Walt Whitman 1819-1892







Harlem River

Long Island

Harlem



Henry James 
Washington Square 1880

• Is Catherine’s Life a life unlived? 



F.Scott Fitzgerald 
The Great Gatsby 1925

• Nick on “Gatsby”: there was something gorgeous 
about him, some heightened sensitivity to the 
promises of life… an extraordinary gift for hope… 
Gatsby turned out all right in the end….”  

• Link to America Today Thomas Hart Benton 

• https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/
metcollects/benton-murals-video

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metcollects/benton-murals-video
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metcollects/benton-murals-video


Langston Hughes 
1902-1967



Hart Crane: “The 
Bridge” (1930)

What is Crane’s attitude to the City and to Technology? How 
does this compare and contrast with Whitman? 

Hart Crane in Greenwich Village



How many dawns, chill from his rippling rest
The seagull’s wings shall dip and pivot him,
Shedding white rings of tumult, building high
Over the chained bay waters Liberty—

Then, with inviolate curve, forsake our eyes
As apparitional as sails that cross
Some page of figures to be filed away;
—Till elevators drop us from our day . . .

……

And Thee, across the harbor, silver-paced
As though the sun took step of thee, yet left
Some motion ever unspent in thy stride,—
Implicitly thy freedom staying thee!

Out of some subway scuttle, cell or loft
A bedlamite speeds to thy parapets,
Tilting there momently, shrill shirt ballooning,
A jest falls from the speechless caravan….

O harp and altar, of the fury fused,
(How could mere toil align thy choiring strings!)
Terrific threshold of the prophet’s pledge,
Prayer of pariah, and the lover’s cry,—

Again the traffic lights that skim thy swift
Unfractioned idiom, immaculate sigh of stars,
Beading thy path—condense eternity:
And we have seen night lifted in thine arms.

Under thy shadow by the piers I waited;
Only in darkness is thy shadow clear.
The City’s fiery parcels all undone,
Already snow submerges an iron year . . .

O Sleepless as the river under thee,
Vaulting the sea, the prairies’ dreaming sod,
Unto us lowliest sometime sweep, descend
And of the curveship lend a myth to God.

What is Crane’s attitude to the City and to Technology? How 
does this compare and contrast with Whitman? 



William Carlos Williams 
1883-1963

• “No Ideas but in things”
The Red Wheelbarrow

so much depends
upon

a red wheel
barrow

glazed with rain
water

beside the white
chickens

This Is Just To Say
I have eaten
the plums
that were in
the icebox

and which
you were probably
saving
for breakfast

Forgive me
they were delicious
so sweet
and so cold

What is the impact of simplifying poetic language to this degree?



• “No Ideas but in things”

What aspects of the poem does Demuth’s painting bring to life? 

The Great Figure
Among the rain
and lights
I saw the figure 5
in gold
on a red
firetruck
moving
tense
unheeded
to gong clangs
siren howls
and wheels rumbling
through the dark city.

Charles Demuth 1928  
“I saw the figure 5 in gold”



H.D. Salinger 
1919-2010 

The new American Generation: The 
“Hip” (knowing) & The Beat Generation…. 

Hip Generation members carried 
Kerouac’s On The Road and Salinger’s 

Catcher in the Rye in their back pockets. 

• “Lawyers are all right, I guess - but it doesn’t appeal to me,”  I said. “I mean 
they’re all right if they go around saving innocent guys’ lives all the time, and 
like that, but you don’t do that kind of stuff if you’re a lawyer…” 


• Holden is in quest of something authentic, something that will cut through the shallowness of 
the world around him. Do you agree.  (Is this also the author’s purpose?) 

• Are Nick Carraway and Holden on the same page?  

• What is the significance of the title of the novel?

Central Park




