
Week 8



} John Shaw Neilson, “The Orange Tree”

} M. Barnard Eldershaw and the burning of 
Sydney



Ø What is happening in “The Orange Tree”?  Wat’s 
the ‘story’?

Ø What’s the young girl trying to convey in the 
last two lines: 

Plague me no longer now, for I
Am listening like the Orange Tree.

ØWhat’s the aim or intention of this poem? 
What does the poet want us to understand?



“The best of his poems have themselves 
something of the subtlety and tender colour, 
the vague and shifting vibrant light, of a 
spring morning.  They are never muscular 
either in ideas or expression; their quality is 
as delicate as a newborn. This special kind of 
vision and expression is peculiar to Neilson; 
no other poet in the English language has it 
in his particular kind.” 

(In ‘Australian Poetry to 1920’, The Literature of Australia, ed. G. Dutton, 
1972, p. 90) 



Words move, music moves
Only in time; but that which is only living
Can only die.  Words, after speech, reach
Into the silence.  Only by the form, the pattern,
Can words or music reach
The stillness, as a Chinese jar still
Moves perpetually in its stillness…

[Burnt Norton, stanza V]



“Year by year the numbers of women novelists 
increase. Writing has become quite a recognised 
feminine profession – like nursing…A certain 
tardiness in recognising the novel as a form of 
art allowed women to establish themselves in the 
practice of it without opposition. They did not 
have to combat a strong tradition. The sex has 
not developed an inferiority complex in regard to 
novel writing as in most of the other arts. 
Women had won their spurs before anyone 
thought of telling them they were incapable of 
doing so.”             [Essays in Australian Fiction, 1938]



Ø How effectively does the language of 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow and Tomorrow (pp. 
426-427) convey the destruction of Sydney?

Ø What effect did it have on you when you heard 
/ read it? 

Ø Could you see / hear / smell the fire?
Ø Did you feel a sense of loss that familiar 

historical buildings were being destroyed?
Ø Does the destruction (and the forced exodus of 

citizens) have any historical or contemporary 
resonances?



23 September: 4th blog & 3rd peer review due

No classes 25 September

2 October: Patrick White

7 October: 5th blog & 4th peer review due


